[Morphometric characterization of the subbasal nerve plexus : Detection and analysis of networks of nerve fibers].
Confocal laser scanning microscopy is a versatile tool in medical research and enables noninvasive in vivo imaging of the corneal subbasal nerve plexus. The aim of this work is to provide a structured overview about the detection and quantification of nerve fibers of the subbasal nerve plexus from images acquired by confocal laser scanning microscopy. Relevant steps are explained and potential factors influencing the quality of the results are pointed out. Information obtained from the quantification of subbasal nerve fiber structure can be potentially used as clinical parameters in the context of diagnostics and therapy control of diabetic neuropathy.